








Scottish Labour MSP Lewis 
Macdonald is very  proud to have 
been a founder-member of the 
Scottish Parliament in 1999, and 
to have represented Aberdeen and 
North East Scotland at Holyrood 
for the past 20 years, one  of  only  
around 20 MSPs have reached this 
memorable milestone.

Lewis, 62, a New Year’s Day 
baby, has always been a staunch 
supporter of a devolved Scottish 
Parliament, and believes it has 
achieved a great deal for local 
people. “I’ve always believed 
decisions should be taken as close 
to local communities as possible,” 
Lewis told Seaton Scene. “That is 
why I supported creating a Scottish 
Parliament in the 1990s, and why 
I now want to see more power 
being devolved from the Scottish 
Parliament to local councils and 
communities.”

Lewis, an Aberdeen University 
MA graduate in history, followed 
by a PhD, has lived in Aberdeen 
most of his life. He was born in 
Stornoway, on the Isle of Lewis, and 
spent his teenage years in Insch, 
Aberdeenshire, where his father, 
the late Rev.  Roderick Macdonald, 
a noted Gaelic scholar, was the 

Church of Scotland parish minister.

He has close family links with the 
media. His brother Iain began 
a journalistic career with DC 
Thomson in Aberdeen, and was 
for many years a reporter with 
BBC TV and radio in the Highlands 
and  Islands. His remaining brother 
Lindsay is a sub-editor with the 
P&J.

Lewis is married to Sandra, who 
works in the oil industry and 
represents George Street /Harbour 
ward on Aberdeen City Council. 
Her ward includes Sunnybank 
and Pittodrie, and she previously 
represented Tillydrone and Old 
Aberdeen. “Sandra’s involvement 
in local government is a real help 
to me in my job,” says Lewis. “She 
makes sure I am up to speed on 
local issues – as well as keeping 
�P�\���I�H�H�W���¿���U�P�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���´

Lewis and Sandra have two 
daughters - Sophie, who is a 
physician associate at Aberdeen 
�5�R�\�D�O���,�Q�¿���U�P�D�U�\�����D�Q�G���,�R�Q�D�����Z�K�R�����L�V����
training to be an engineer. “We’ve 
always told our kids to aim high and 
follow their dreams,” says Lewis. 
“Aberdeen is a city of opportunity, 
where there’s plenty people who will 
encourage young folk to make the 
most of what comes their way. Jobs 
nowadays can take them anywhere 
in the world, if that’s what they want 
to do.” 

Lewis has spent 12 years as 
constituency MSP for Aberdeen 
Central, and eight years as a 
regional MSP - covering the 
whole of North East Scotland. 
“You do much the same job, 
whether for a single constituency 

or the whole region,” he points 
out. “Constituencies are important 
because they keep MSPs 
connected to local issues. The 
regions work well too, because 
you can take an overview of wider 
issues like the East Coast Rail Line 
and the AWPR.”

As MSP for Aberdeen Central, 
Lewis had a lot to do with Seaton 
and neighbouring communities, 
and they remain an important part 
of what he does today. “People 
still look for me to help with local 
issues in Seaton,” he explains. “I 
enjoy visiting the sheltered housing 
schemes in the area every year, 
and, of course, there are fantastic 
things happening in Seaton Park, 
and lots of good ideas about public 
access to the banks of the River 
Don.”

�:�L�W�K���K�L�V���$�E�H�U�G�H�H�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���R�I�¿���F�H���D�W��
70 Rosemount Place, Lewis keeps 
in touch with issues in the city even 
when his parliamentary duties 
require him to be in Edinburgh. “My 
�$�E�H�U�G�H�H�Q���R�I�¿���F�H���L�V���P�\���I�U�R�Q�W���G�R�R�U��
for the whole region,” he says. “I 
hold regular surgeries there, and 
even when I’m at Holyrood there’s 
a warm welcome for constituents at 
�P�\���R�I�¿���F�H���I�U�R�P�������������S�P���´

Lewis is an optimist when it comes 
to Aberdeen’s future. “I have lived 
here for over forty years,” he says. 
“I have raised my children here. I 
have seen the city deal with good 
times and bad. Communities like 
Seaton are what Aberdeen is all 
about: always looking outwards to 
�W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�U���Z�R�U�O�G�����E�X�W���¿���U�P�O�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q��
the solid rock of which the city and 
its people are built.”
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The shmuCREW are returning to the Woodside 
area very soon. In fact, by the time you are 
reading this we should be all settled into our  
�Q�H�Z���K�R�P�H��

We have enhanced the facilities we already had 
so we have installed two new radio studios and 
we have got a big communal social area, similar 
to what we had in the old building but we will 
also have an IT training room and a TV studio 
with a control room. We are aiming to use the 
expansion of the building to expand our existing 

programmes to reach new people in our  
target areas.

�$���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�W���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���D��
need as part of our 2010-2017 strategic plan so 
we’re really excited that this is becoming a reality 
for us this year. 

If you would like to come and see our new 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�U���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J��
email laura.young@shmu.org.uk or call her on 
01224 515013.

shmu back in Woodside  
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Alcohol  
Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177 650
Drinkline 0300 123 1110
Crime   
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Drugs  
Drugs Action Helpline  01224 594700
Dentist  
Emergency - G-Dens 111
Doctors  
NHS 24 Emergency 111
Electricity 
If you have a power-cut 105
Family Planning

Aberdeen Community Health  0345 337 9900
and Care Village
Gas  
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Gas emergency with a meter 0845 606 6766
Housing 

Emergency Repairs 01224 219 282
Call Centre Emergency 0845 608 0929 or 116 123
Police  
Non-emergency 101
Samaritans

Need to talk 01224 574 488 or 116 123
Social Work

Social Work Duty Team 0800 7315520
Emergency Out-Of-Hours 01224 693936
Young Carers 01224 212021 
Water

Scottish Water Emergency 0800 0778 778

CFINE 01224 596156
Home-Start 01224 693545
Pathways 01224 682 939
Cash in your Pocket  0800 953 4330
Citizens Advice  01224 569750
Terrence Higgins Trust   0808 802 1221
LGBT Youth Scotland   ehepburn@aberdeencity.gov.uk
Seaton STAR Flat  01224 524209
Seaton Project  01224 277930
Seaton School   01224 277920

Local Councillors

Councillor Ross Grant
01224 346621
rossgrant@aberdeencity.gov.uk
07738688458

Councillor Alexander McLellan
01224 346633
amclellan@aberdeencity.gov.uk
07500 99952

Councillor Jim Noble
01224 522051
jimnoble@aberdeencity.gov.uk
07748 760557

YOUR LOCAL MP

Kirsty Blackman,
46 John Street
Aberdeen AB25 1LL
Tel: 01224 633285
Text:07464606650
Email: kirsty.blackman.mp@parliament.uk

YOUR LOCAL MSPs
Lewis Macdonald,
70 Rosemount Place
Aberdeen AB25  2XJ
Tel: 01224 646333
Email: Lewis Macdonald

Kevin Stewart,
Third Floor
27 John Street
Aberdeen AB25 1BT
Tel: 01224 624719
Email: Kevin Stewart
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